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Invitation to the
IMBER - Future Earth Norway workshop
Ocean sustainability under global change
Top priorities for Norwegian research and prospects for collaboration
Bergen 1-2 September 2016
Oceans and seas are of vital importance for nature and human life. They are globally connected ecosystems and highly dynamic environments of physical, chemical, and biological interaction. Coastal and nearshore areas provide services essential for life and the history, culture and livelihoods of people across the globe. However, oceans are facing multiple challenges from climate change, overfishing, acidification, pollution and de-oxygenation. The United Nations´ Sustainable Development Goals have an entire goal, Goal 14, focusing on healthy oceans and the diverse and vital roles they play in society, biodiversity and climate regulation. 
Healthy oceans are vital for Norway; essentially a coastal country responsible for managing and utilizing resources from an ocean area seven times greater than its land area. In addition, its oceans are among the most productive in the world. Norway is the world’s second largest exporter of fish and fish products and most of the population live on the coast. Ensuring sustainable, productive and healthy oceans and coasts is therefore of the utmost importance. 

Research has an important role to play in providing our policy makers and communities with the knowledge base required to secure or achieve sustainable oceans, including research on the structure and functioning of linked ocean and human systems, on interactions of different drivers of change, on thresholds, and on social-ecological dynamics. 

To generate research with impact we need to: 

· Prioritize the burning research questions and how to proceed?

· Determine who can answer these?

· Consider the kind of collaboration(s) needed?

It is apparent that addressing the complex environmental issues and securing or transitioning towards marine sustainability, requires attention from a diverse range of disciplines across the natural and social sciences as well as the humanities. In particular, more collaborative, disciplinary, interdisciplinary and integrated research is needed. This could involve co-producing and providing evidence-based knowledge and guidance, along with options for policy-makers, managers and marine-related communities to consider. 
Within the Norwegian context, this workshop will:
· Determine current gaps and what new knowledge-based information will be needed by society in the coming decade, 
· Identify and prioritize research goals and actions, and the role of the Norwegian research community interacting with IMBER and Future Earths’ marine research community at the global level.
Confirmed invited speakers include: Carol Robinson (Chair of IMBER Scientific Steering Committee), Karen O’Brien (University of Oslo & Future Earth), Manuel Barange (Director FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture), Peter Haugan (Chair of Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission), Grete Hovelsrud (Nord University & Nordlandsforskning), Dorothy Dankel (University of Bergen), Svein Sundby (Institute of Marine Research), Morten Skogen and Cecilie Hansen (Institute of Marine Research).

When: 9:00am Thursday 1 September 2016 - ends with lunch on Friday 2 September 
Where: Scandic Bergen City Hotel, Håkonsgaten 2, Bergen

To register: The number of participants is limited to about 40 participants. There is no registration fee, but if you would like to participate please register at: http://mform.imr.no/view.php?id=55316  
Attendance will be on a first come first served basis.

Participants from outside Bergen, please make your own hotel reservation.
If you have any questions, please contact IMBER@imr.no 

All the best, 

The Organizing Committee
Organizers:
IMBER (Integrated Marine Biogeochemistry and Ecosystem Research) is a global Core Project sponsored by Future Earth and the Scientific Committee on Oceanic Research. IMBER’s overall goal is to: Understand, quantify and compare historic and present structure and functioning of linked ocean and human systems to predict options for securing or transitioning towards ocean sustainability under global change. Its international project office is located and sponsored by the Institute of Marine Research, Bergen and co-sponsored by the Norwegian Research Council. http://www.imber.info 
Future Earth Norway is the Norwegian chapter of Future Earth, a global platform for environmental change and sustainability research and solutions. It showcases Norwegian sustainability and global change researchers and connects them to opportunities within Norway and the wider Future Earth community: www.futureearth.org/norway
Future Earth´s Oceans Knowledge-Action Network is a newly established global initiative aiming to address the challenges facing the oceans through collaborative solutions-oriented research tailored for decision makers: http://www.futureearth.org/future-earth-oceans
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